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Currently Approved Title: BFA - Design and Technology Emphasis, Department of Theatre Arts 
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R401-5 OCHE Review and Recommendation; Approval on General Consent Calendar 
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5.4.1 
 New Administrative Unit 
 Administrative Unit Transfer 
 Administrative Unit Restructure 
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5.4.2 
 New Center 
 New Institute 
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5.5.1  Out-of-Service Area Delivery of Programs 
5.5.2 
 Program Transfer 
 Program Restructure 
 Program Consolidation 
5.5.3  Name Change of Existing Programs 
5.5.4 
 Program Discontinuation 
 Program Suspension 
5.5.5 
 Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Program 
 Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Administrative Unit 
 
*Requires “Section V: Program Curriculum” of Abbreviated Template 
 
                                                          
1 CIP codes must be recommended by the submitting institution.  For CIP code classifications, please see http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/Default.aspx?y=55.  
Chief Academic Officer (or Designee) Signature: 
I certify that all required institutional approvals have been obtained prior to submitting this request to the Office of the 
Commissioner. 
 
______________________________________ 
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Printed Name: Name of CAO or Designee 
Utah State University 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre 
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Film Production Concentration 
08/01/2014 
 
Section I: Request  
 
The Department of Theatre Arts at Utah State University requests approval of a proposal to add a 
concentration in Film Production within the BFA in Theatre: Design and Technology Emphasis.  This 
program will be a unique cooperative four-year program in partnership with Salt Lake Community College 
(SLCC).  
 
Section II: Need 
 
Currently SLCC only offers an Associates of Applied Science Degree and many of their students 
inquire about how to complete a BFA in Theatre.  In turn, the Theatre Arts program at Utah State University 
has received many inquiries from current and potential students about a BFA in film production. The 
Department of Theatre Arts at USU has a BFA degree with various technical production and design areas 
of concentration already established, however the USU campus does not have the physical infrastructure to 
serve students interested in actual film production. SLCC has just recently completed a multi-million dollar 
facility that includes a film production teaching facility complete with a 3000 square foot sound stage, 22 
edit bays, and lecture/labs. What they do not have is the design and performance four-year curriculum 
necessary to complete a BFA degree. Using programs at the University of Southern California, the 
University of Colorado, Montclair State University, and Florida State University as a model. Partnering 
these two programs create a course of study that will graduate students with a BFA from USU and an AAS 
from SLCC. 
As the Department of Theatre Arts at USU moves toward accreditation from the National 
Association of Schools of Theatre (NAST), an area of concentration in film production will contribute 
significantly to the curriculum as well as meet the standards of a skills-based, pre-professional BFA training 
program. This is not currently a part of the NAST process until there is final approval. However, after 
reviewing the NAST requirements, this concentration will fulfill all NAST expectation. 
The opportunities for student instruction in both film and theatre will increase dramatically. Students 
will spend four semesters over a four-year period at each school to complete the degree. Activities will 
include instruction and hands-on training with state of the art equipment being used in the industry where 
creative student film projects can be produced and screened to the public via local, regional and national 
film festivals. The addition of this concentration will benefit many students within the Caine College of the 
Arts. Actors will be able to develop film reels, designers will gain film credits, musicians will compose film 
scores, and production students will have real world resources preparing them to enter the job market with 
cultivated skills.    
 Together, USU and SLCC have the resources to provide the only comprehensive hands-on BFA 
film production degree in the state. The University of Utah offers a Bachelor of Arts-Film and Media Arts 
focusing on history, criticism, theory, and animation. Brigham Young University provides a BA in Media Arts 
with an emphasis on scholarship but not on production. Westminster offers a minor in film theory. Dixie 
State University now offers a BS in Communication with a Digital Film Production emphasis. 
 
The University of Utah film department offers a completely different service to the students of Salt 
Lake Valley. Many of the University of Utah film program undergraduate students attend Salt Lake 
Community College because they want to learn the how of making movies. The U of U has an excellent BA 
in film studies. They teach students to examine the art of filmmaking. Since their program centers on the 
theory of film and is not a BFA, we have felt there is a need for an undergraduate program in the Salt Lake 
Valley that allows students to explore, in-depth, the artistic process of making films. The U of U allows 
students a cursory glimpse at the process of film production in their last year of study. A BFA through Utah 
State University will be centered on creating films. There will be exploration into understanding the art of 
film but not nearly as in-depth as what the University of Utah offers. SLCC, even with an AAS degree, is 
well known throughout the Salt Lake Valley, as a program that teaches how to produce films.  
The State of Utah has an important interest in the film industry as reported in The Main Street 
Business Journal, January 14, 2013, by Trevor Snarr: 
 
“Salt Lake City - The signing of Senate Bill 14”  Financial Incentives for Motion Picture 
Productions," has given the green light to the Utah Film Commission to start aggressively 
marketing the state for large budget films and studio productions…  
This bill will create new jobs and bring in more tax dollars for Utah. It is estimated the state will see 
4,500 jobs generated through the new film incentive program.”  
 Training and education in the film production industry has historically been based on 
apprenticeship system. This paradigm has slowly shifted over the last two decades. With the onset of digital 
media and the rise of film and media art schools, students are expected to “know” what is happening on 
set. The already fast-paced industry has become even more fast-paced. 
The intensive study of any discipline creates a more valuable employee. Through internships 
offered through SLCC, producers have repeatedly asked if there is a BFA that students could obtain 
through our program. Employers want an educated workforce. Not just in the film industry but across the 
board.  
Film producers are constantly looking at the bottom line in production and an educated workforce 
means less training for those with a BFA. A BFA also gives an employee a different understanding of the 
film industry than that of an employee without a more advanced degree. A BFA would allow deeper study 
into theoretical aspects in addition to practical training. The deeper study of film production would also offer 
a historical perspective that someone might never attain without advancing beyond an AAS. 
 
Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
          This BFA by virtue of being attractive and relevant to Utah will attract students and increase 
enrollment at both institutions. This is important to Utah’s 66% Initiative. There is room to absorb the 
anticipated growth in the USU Department of Theatre Arts and at SLCC. As this is an added concentration 
within an already existing BFA major there will be no impact on current administrative structures. No new 
facilities, faculty, or staff are required. Articulation for the lower division GE courses is already in place and 
the option of completing some upper division GE courses can be done through the USU Salt Lake 
extension if needed. An advising plan will be developed and implemented by both the Caine College of the 
Arts and the Performing Arts Department at SLCC. The 5900 series of upper division courses in the 
culminating year are project-based courses where students put into practice the skills they have learned 
from the curriculum on realized films. These courses will be team taught by faculty from both institutions.  
Currently there is no method to project enrollment at this time. At USU, 5 to 8 students a semester 
inquire about this type of degree. When they discover that it does not exist they move into other art areas or 
they leave the institution. While recruiting at the Utah Theatre Association Conference and the North Texas 
Theatre Auditions there where 80 plus aspiring filmmakers looking for a program. SLCC has a current 
enrollment of 180-200 film students. An informal survey of these students produced 40 to 50 students that 
are interested in the BFA degree. Adding the help of the USU faculty will only add strength to the Program. 
 
 
 
Section IV: Faculty 
 
Department Faculty Category 
Dept Faculty 
Headcount – Prior 
to Program 
Implementation 
Faculty 
Additions 
to Support 
Program 
Dept Faculty 
Headcount at Full 
Program 
Implementation 
With Doctoral Degrees (Including MFA and other terminal degrees, as specified by the institution) 
            Full-time Tenured USU6 SLCC 4 0 10 
            Full-time Non-Tenured USU5 SLCC 1 0 6 
            Part-time Tenured    
            Part-time Non-Tenured    
With Master’s Degrees 
            Full-time Tenured    
            Full-time Non-Tenured    
            Part-time Tenured    
            Part-time Non-Tenured    
With Bachelor’s Degrees 
            Full-time Tenured    
 
 
 
Section V: Finances 
 
 No new funds are needed. There is room for growth at both institutions without the addition 
of new faculty lines. At this time there is no formal letter of agreement managing tuition. This 
topic was discussed then tabled until we have final approval. However, both institutions felt it 
was vital to have letters of agreement concerning tuition, advising and physical resources. 
These agreements are the first order of business after final approval.  
 
Section VI:  Program Curriculum 
 
 
BFA Degree - Design and Technology Emphasis: Film Production  
 
Utah State University Requirements  (120 Credits) 
  (40 credits must be upper division) 
 
NOTE: When a student completes all the Depth Education and major requirements, they will still need 
to take an additional 3 credits of upper division general electives. 
 
General Education     (28 credits) 
            Full-time Non-Tenured SLCC3 0 3 
            Part-time Tenured    
            Part-time Non-Tenured    
Other 
            Full-time Tenured    
            Full-time Non-Tenured    
            Part-time Tenured    
            Part-time Non-Tenured    
Total Headcount Faculty in the Department 
            Full-time Tenured 10 0 10 
            Full-time Non-Tenured 9 0 9 
            Part-time Tenured    
            Part-time Non-Tenured    
 
NOTE: General Education is normally counted as 31 credits.  Here we count it as 28 since 3 credits of 
the major requirements can also be used for Gen Ed requirements. 
 
Depth Education     (12 credits) 
 
NOTE: Depth Education is normally counted as 15 credits.  Here we count it as 12 since 3 credits of the 
major requirements can also be used for Gen Ed requirements. 
 
 
Film Program Credits     (88.5 credits) 
 
Required USU Theatre Core             Credits 
 
*THEA 1033 Beginning Acting………………….3 
*THEA 1513 Stagecraft………………………….3 
THEA 1713 Play script Analysis………………..3 
THEA 2555 Production Practicum……………. .5 
THEA 3610 Directing I …………………………..3 
THEA 3720 (DHA/CI) Theatre History  
                                       & Literature II…………3 
 
Total……………………………………………….16.5 
 
 
Required USU Design/Technology Courses 
 
*THEA 1223 Stage Makeup…………………….2 
THEA 2500 Drafting for Theatre …………….…3 
THEA 2510 Scene Painting ……………………3 
THEA 3530 Theatre Props and Crafts……….. 2 
THEA 3510 Scene Design I …………………… 3 
THEA 3520 Costume Design I or 
THEA 3540 Lighting Design I…………………..3 
THEA 4520 Costume Design II or 
THEA 4540 Light Design II ………………..……3 
THEA 5900 Special Projects 
             Commercial Film Production………….3 
THEA 5910 Capstone Project……………..…...2 
THEA 5960 Special Topics in Design   
              Cinematography……………………….3 
 
Total……………………………………………….27 
 
 
 Required SLCC Design/Technology Courses 
 
ART 1310 Basic Photography………………….4 
FLM 1800 Digital Media Essentials ……………4 
FLM 1045 Beginning Film Production…………6 
FLM 1055 Intermediate Film Production …….. 6 
FLM 1075 Screen Writing ………………………3 
*FLM 1515 Basic Audio………………………... 3 
FLM 2015 Directing ……………………………..4 
FLM 2065 Motion Picture Sound……………… 4 
FLM 2075 Advanced Post Production ………...3 
FLM 2200 Intro to Film Criticism……………….4 
FLM 2510 Adv Video Prod- Doc.……………… 4 
 
Total……………………………………………….45 
 
*Course equivalent may be taken from either institution. 
  
Total USU credit…………………………………58.5 
USU Major courses (43.5 credits)   
USU Depth courses (12 credits)   
USU additional upper division (3 credits)    
Total SLCC credit…………………………….…45   
**Total Gen Ed credit ………………………….28 
 
Grand Total…………………............................ 131.5 
 
**Gen Ed courses may be taken at either institution 
 
 
Program Schedule 
 
Freshman Fall SLCC Credits Freshman Spring SLCC Credits 
MATH 1050 (QL) 4 FLM 1055 Int Film Production 6 
FLM 1800 Digital Media 4 FLM 1075 Screen Writing  3 
FLM 1045 Beg Film Production 6 Breadth (BPS) 3 
ENGL 1010 (CL) 3 Breadth (BHU) 3 
  ENGL 2010(CL2)   3 
Total 17 Total 18 
 Sophomore Fall USU   Sophomore Spring USU  
 THEA 1223 Stage Makeup 2 THEA 1713 Playscript Analysis 3 
THEA 1513 Stagecraft 3 THEA 3530 Props & Crafts 2 
THEA 2500 Drafting 3 THEA 3520/3540 Cost. or Light 
Design I 
3 
THEA 2510 Scene Painting 3 THEA 2555 Practicum .5 
Breadth (BLS) 3 Breadth (Exploration) 3 
 Upper division elective 3 Breadth(BSS) 3 
Total 17 Total 14.5 
Junior Fall USU  Junior Spring USU  
THEA 1033 Beg Acting(Majors) 3 THEA 2555 Practicum .5 
THEA 4520/4540 Cost. Or Light Design 
II 
3   USU Breadth (BAI)  3 
THEA 3610 Directing I 3 THEA 3510 Scene Design I 3 
THEA 2555 Practicum .5 THEA 3720 History II (DHA/CI) 3 
DSC course 3 QI course 3 
DSS course  3  CI course 3 
Total 15.5 Total 15.5 
Senior Fall SLCC  Senior Spring SLCC  
ART 1310 Basic Photography 4  THEA 5900 Commercial Film 
Production 
3 
 FLM 1515 Basic Audio  3  FLM 2065 Motion Picture Sound
  
4 
 FLM 2015 Directing 4  FLM 2200 Intro to Film Criticism
  
4 
 FLM 2075 Adv Film Production 3  THEA 5960 Cinematography  3 
FLM 2510 Adv Video Prod-Doc 4  THEA 5910 Capstone Project 2 
     
    
Total 18 Total 16 
 
 
Note: Intensive BFA programs in the arts culminate with realized products. These final projects are team 
taught between the USU faculty and SLCC faculty. The following solutions were agreed upon in order to 
keep the total credits in line and offer enough upper division project credit to fulfill the USU requirement. 
FLM 2045 and FLM 2715 are project courses in Cinematography and Commercial Production and can be 
double listed with some modifications to the size of the project as USU upper division courses. For the BFA 
they are THEA 5900 (FLM 2045) Commercial Production and THEA 5960 (FLM 2715) Cinematography. 
 Many of the breadth and upper division depth courses are offered through USU Salt Lake extension 
located a short distance from the SLCC campus, allowing students to remain in the Salt Lake area during 
the senior year if needed. COMM1010, COMM 1020 and CTEL 1020 are covered under the SLCC PCO as 
General Education courses under the heading “Communication”. Only one of the courses is required. The 
specific General Education courses are not listed on the R401 request but under the General Education 
requirements for USU, Breadth. 
Humanities list SPCH 1020 – Public Speaking and SPCH 2110 – Interpersonal Communication. 
We felt the requirements at both institutions are very closely aligned and there was no need to create a 
territorial dispute. 
It is important that each institution show record of completion. In order to meet those requirements, 
courses were arranged to eliminate repetition while fulfilling the needs of two degrees. Most transfer 
students in the arts have more credits than the 126 due to the hands-on practice needed to be successful 
in this competitive business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
